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OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA
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18 April 2010

May we know Christ more clearly,

01492 860546

love him more dearly
and follow him more nearly

Email: antonyjones23@googlemail.com

Fr Antony Jones

Parish Priest

01492860546

Fr Gordon Campbell-Owen

Assistant Priest
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01492 877088

Sarah Dennison

Chair of Parish

Council

john.denvic@tiscali.co.uk
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01492 877088

John Dennison

Property Manager

www.llandudno-catholic-church.org.uk

john.denvic@tiscali.co.uk

Parish Website
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Dear Parvishioner,

€ € Shortly we will be choosing our
next Government. It is an impor-
tant responsibility and all Catholics
should use their vote.”

Thus begins a message put out by the
Bishops of England and Wales. It is an
important message and I invite you now
to read it carefully. It goes on:

“The fundamental question to
ask in deciding who to vote
for is not who will best serve
me but who will best serve the
common good.

There are questions to be asked about
the party you are considering voting
for, and about the particular candidate.
This message sets out some of the con-
siderations we should all have in mind
when making those choices. As Bish-
ops we are not advocating any particu-
lar political party. That is not our role.

There are limits to what any Govern-
ment can do on its own. On their own,
targets, rules and regulations cannot
improve the quality of our shared life.
People do that. They do it by choosing
the common good rather than pure self
interest. We are all responsible and we
need to put our moral values to work in
a spirit of neighbourliness and mutual
support. That is what happens in a cri-
sis, but we need to see it every day as
well.

We depend on one another. And we
need a Government that draws out

what is best in all of us, and which aims
to serve the common good.

So the fundamental question we each
need to ask ourselves in deciding who
to vote for is not who will best serve
me, but who will best serve the common
good of all of us.

This is about restoring trust at the
heart of our society: trust in each other
and in our institutions to do the right
thing by choice, not by constraint.

In early March 2010 we published a
pamphlet Choosing the Common
Good which explores these ideas
more fully. We encourage you to study
and discuss it. It can be obtained from
Alive Publishing or downloaded from

www.cathlicchurch.org.

We note some specific issues and ques-
tions which we believe are particularly
important. We encourage you to ask
Parliamentary candidates where they
stand on these issues.

We also ask you to pray for God’s
guidance on the choices we all make,
and for his guidance for our future gov-
ernment and for all those who are
called to serve society as Members of
Parliament.”

+ The Bishops of England and Wales

Valuing Life.

This means opposing abortion, euthanasia, life-cramping poverty and the neglect
of the elderly.

Ask your Parliamentary Candidate: What does respect for life mean to you?
Do all lives, of older people, the infirm, the severely disabled, the unborn, have
the same value?

Family Life

Families are the basic building block of any stable society. Marriage provides
the best context for bringing up children and must have the clear support and
encouragement of Government.

Ask your Parliamentary Candidate: What will you do for marriage and the
family? What practical measures will you take to encourage and support stable
family life and the institution of marriage?

Migration

This is not about numbers, it is about human beings. Wherever the Government
sets the boundary on who can or cannot live here, it must apply its rules with
fairness, decency and respect for the individual.

Ask your Parliamentary Candidate: What beliefs and values underpin your
approach to migration? And how will you show them in practice?

The World’s Poor and the Environment

Our care for each other is also shown in how we support the development of the
world’s poorest people, and how we use—or abuse—the environment we share.
We must be good stewards of God’s creation, not selfish exploiters of it.

Ask your Parliamentary Candidate: What do you think is our responsibility to
the poor, in this country and overseas? What is our responsibility to safeguard
and protect the environment?

On Religious Belief.

Our faith is at the heart of our lives. Religious belief is not just something pri-
vate: it helps create a society that wants to see everyone flourish. It has a contri-
bution to make and must be allowed to do so in accordance with its teachings
Ask your Parliamentary Candidate: What do you think is the place of religion
in society?

Whomsoever you decide to vote for,
from whichever political party you decide to support,
send back to Parliament someone
who understands the common good and who will work for it.



