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OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA
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21March 2010
May we know Christ more clearly,
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john.denvic@tiscali.co.uk

01492 877088

john.denvic@tiscali.co.uk

John Dennison

Property Manager

www.llandudno-catholic-church.org.uk

Parish Website
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Dear Parvishioner,

] was pleased with the Parish’s
response to the Lenten Station
Mass with the Bishop last Monday,
and all those who attended were

glad they did.

The Bishop spoke enthusiastically
about many things, but there are
two that I particularly want to draw
your attention to. the Chrism Mass
on the Wednesday of Holy Week and
the gathering of the Diocese at Cy-
mer Abbey on 6 June.

Before the Second Vatican Council,
when the Liturgy was in its old
form, the Chrism Mass was so long
you needed to take a flask of tea and
butties along with you. It was cele-
brated on Maundy Thursday morn-
ing. Now it has been streamlined
and is a short, very beautiful and
powerful service, celebrated on the
Wednesday evening of Holy Week.

1t still should be held on Maundy
Thursday, but with all the other
things that go on in the Parishes on
that day, it was mutually decided
between the Bishop and the Priests
to celebrate this Mass on the
Wednesday.

Why it should be on Maundy Thurs-
day is because it is the occasion

when the priests of the Diocese
gather around their Bishop and
pledge themselves anew to serve the
People of God by word and Sacra-
ment. Maundy Thursday was the
day when Jesus, at the last supper,
made priests of his Apostles.

The tools, so to speak, of the priest's
trade are the holy oils, which are
used in four of the seven sacra-
ments, baptism, confirmation, ordi-
nation and the anointing of the sick.
So, at this Mass which commemo-
rates the institution of the Priest-
hood, the holy oils are blessed by
the Bishop.

On Holy Saturday Night, at the
Easter Vigil, five new parishioners
will be anointed with this newly
blessed oil of Chrism as they are
confirmed into the Church. The
oils, blessed on the Wednesday, are
solemnly brought into the Parish
during the celebration of the Mass
of the Lord’s Supper on Maundy
Thursday evening.

The Bishop warmly invited us to at-
tend this so called “Chrism Mass”.
L, of course, in past years have at-
tended it regularly but have not en-
couraged you to do so too, but now
Ido. We will be putting on a bus

and the list for those wishing to go
is on the notice board. Please con-
sider it carefully: it would be an in-
teresting and productive experience.

The other event the Bishop empha-
sised was the coming together of the
Diocese at Cymer Abbey, Dolgellau,
on 6 June. “Coming together of the
Diocese” were the words the Bishop
repeatedly used.

The event, Mass in the ruins of Cy-
mer Abbey, is the principal event in
the Diocese to mark the four hun-
dredth anniversary of the martyr-
dom of St John Roberts, who was
born in nearby Trawsfynedd and
instructed in the Catholic Faith by a
monk of Cymer Abbey.

John Roberts was the son of John
and Anna Roberts and brought up
Anglican, the Reformation and the
destruction of the monasteries had
happened within living memory.
The Benedictine Monastery of Cy-
mer, by Dolgellau, had been de-
stroyed and the monks dispersed.
One of them, still living in the area,
influenced young John and set him
on the road to Catholicism, Catholic
Priesthood and Martyrdom.

After his ordination he ministered to
the plague ridden poor of London.
He was captured finally, for he had
been caught and had made his es-
cape several times before, on 2 De-

cember 1610. The arresting officers
arrived as he was celebrating Mass
and led him to Newgate Prison in
his vestments. On 5 December 1610
he was tried and found guilty of be-
ing a Catholic Priest. On 10 De-
cember 1610 he was hanged, drawn
and quartered at Tyburn, London.

The Bishop wants the “Diocese to
come together” at Cymer Abbey on
6 June, the Feast of Corpus Christi
this year. The Church, as well as
the Eucharist, is the Body of Christ,
and our “coming together” is an
expression of this. This being the
last year we have Bishop Edwin as
our Bishop (he is retiring at the end
of it), the “coming together” to
mark the anniversary of this great
saint and martyr, John Roberts, can
also be an opportunity for us to ex-
press our gratitude for the great
bishop the Lord has given us over
these past fifteen years. Again,
there will be a list in the porch just
as soon as I can arrange the coach.

Next week is our Deanery Peniten-
tial Week. Please note on the

Timetable overleaf where and when
these services are taking place and
please try to get to the Sacrament be-
fore Easter. It is a strange turn about
that I should be pleading with you to
receive this Sacrament of God'’s per-
sonal love for you, you should be
pleading with me to give it to you.

God bless, F¥ A‘//lzt'ﬂlfl«g



