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Dear Parvishioner,

he School children raised

£239 for Feed my Lambs.
They have a churn such as we
use in church and it took two
very strong children to carry it
from the back of the church to
the altar on Thursday morn-
ing. Well done, boys and girls.

Thursday morning saw the first
of our School Masses being
held in church. We have de-
cided now that on the first
Thursday of every half term we
will hold the school Mass here
in church. It was very success-
ful, as the School Masses al-
ways are, full of joy.

It is my fervent hope that by
getting the children more fa-
miliar with their church and

the Thursday Mass for the
children was that there was, 1
think, a grand total of three
parents there. We will never
get the children to Mass, never
get them to practise their
Faith, never lead them to ap-
preciate the enormous inheri-
tance they have received in
their Catholicism until we get

the parents to bring them to
Mass.

The new arrangement for
School is that instead of class
Masses, when [ used to say
Mass each Thursday in one or
other classroom, we now
gather Years 3,4,5 and 6 to-
gether for the Mass in the hall.
If only the parents who bring
their children to school would

more used to the celebration of stay on for this celebration, the

Mass they might start coming
on a Sunday. The sad fact re-
mains that the majority of the
Catholic children in the School
do not attend Sunday Mass
regularly.

What was not so happy about

same might happen to them as
we hope will happen to the
children, that they will redis-
cover the wonder of taking
God seriously and begin to
come to Sunday Mass as well.
The Mass in School this week

will be a belated celebration of and say to you that it is also

St David s Day, with parts of it
in Welsh.

l ent. We are now begin-
ning our second week of it.

So, is Lent impacting on your
life at all? Its a very serious
season and very seriously we
should take it. It is about get-
ting ourselves under control.

1 suppose being out of control
is one of the major character-
istics of our society today.
Drug abuse, alcohol abuse,
obesity, prime-ministers, vio-
lence, pornography, street
crime...they are all signs of be-
ing out of control, not being
able to control our natural in-
stincts. Any athlete will tell
you that training is the key to
success, without it, there is no
hope of winning.

Lent is the Church's training
period. It is the time for get-
ting spiritually fit. While the
emphasis these days is always
on the positive, Lent a time for

very much a time for saying
No. No to yourself and Yes to
others and to God. Instead of
giving up smoking or sweets or
sugar in your tea, why not try
saying No to yourself seven
times a day during this Lenten
season? Introduce a bit of va-
riety into your spiritual exer-
cises!

We know, or if we re getting on
a bit we will remember, how
good it feels when you have
had a good work-out. We want
to feel that way at Easter, full
of energy to rejoice in the Lord
and to engage in his work.
And, as a bonus, we will
probably feel that much fitter
physically too.

But on Monday you can have a
day off Lent to celebrate the
feast of the Catholic Bishop
who brought Christianity to
Wales, St David. Let us thank
God for his life and pray that
the Faith he preached and so
loved may return to our be-

doing extra things, I would like jy\,0. country.

to be typically old fashioned

God bless, Fr /mtong



