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EIN HARGLWYDDES SEREN Y M6R
OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA
LLANDUDNO
35 LLOYD STREET. LL302YA
17 January 2010
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY.

SERVICES AT 1030AM
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01492 877088

Sarah Dennison

Chair of Parish

Council

john.denvic@tiscali.co.uk
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john.denvic@tiscali.co.uk

www.llandudno-catholic-church.org.uk

Parish Website
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Dear Parvishioner,

l 1 / ell, have you? Have you done
any of the things I suggested to

you in last Sunday’s Newsletter?

Have you ordered yourself a Catholic
paper, the Universe or the Herald?
Have you found the Catholic Television
Network EWTN on Sky, channel 589?
Have you joined the Catechumenate on
line, on our Parish Website?

All suggestions to help us keep our
Parish New Year resolution: to know
Christ more clearly, love him more
dearly and follow him more nearly.

And, of course, if we are ever to
achieve this, we must pray. We can get
to know about Christ and his Church
through the articles in the Catholic
newspapers, through the talks in the
Catechumenate, through the pro-
grammes on a brilliant Catholic televi-
sion network, but you can only come to
know Christ personally through prayer,
not just the odd Our Father tossed over
your shoulder in a hurry, but by quality
time regularly given over to Him. Let
this be part of our New Year Resolution
too.

he Parish Website, under Mike

Townsend as Webmaster, is pro-
gressing wonderfully, as Mike contin-
ues to reconstruct it. It is already in
working order, but has yet to be devel-
oped further. Please get into the habit
of consulting it. Create a shortcut on
your computer's desktop.

1t offers you a huge amount of informa-
tion about the parish, including its long
and fascinating history. But [ want it to
include even more and become a tool
that will further the parish’s mission.

In last week’s letter, I told you that
through it you can now access the
Catechumenate. You can hear every
talk that has been given this session
and can listen over again should you
find any part particularly interesting or
difficult. I would recommend that at
least you listen to the talks dealing with
the subject we are currently covering—
the Eucharistic Prayer. This is the
heart of the Mass and the Mass is the
heart of our Catholic Faith. You may
be astonished as to what you may
learn.

But it is not only the Catechumenate
which is now available on the
website. You can also listen again to
the sermon! As if you would want to!
But for those who, for health reasons,
have not been able to attend our Sun-
day Mass, this gives them the opportu-
nity of keeping up with the rest of us in
our reflections throughout the year on
the great mystery of Christ among us.

A nd, of course, you can access the
Newsletter, all of them, going right
back to October 2004. I reread the
first one on the list. I was surprised to
see how the newsletter itself has devel-
oped since then. But I was also fasci-
nated by the subject matter. I can’t

believe it is six years ago.

I'was talking about the way in which
our heathen society had affected the
Filipinos who had come to live among
us from the most Catholic country in
the world. I was saying how they came
among us full of joyful faith, with their
Mass attendance virtually one hundred
per cent, even having their own
monthly Mass at Stella Maris. 1
thought, “What an input these people
will have on my parish”. But by the
time I was writing that letter, [ was ob-
serving how the numbers were falling,
how the Stella Maris Mass had fizzled
out, “by now only a very small per-
centage of them come to Mass at all”.
That was 2004. Now, 2010, only a tiny
fraction remain faithful to the Mass,
many of the others totally lapsed and
living with their British partners. It is
a graphic example of how corrosive
our society is, and it is in this very so-
ciety that we have to bring up our own
young people. It is far, far more diffi-
cult today for a young person to remain
faithful to Christ than it was, say, thirty
years ago. That is why we must strain
every sinew to given them all the sup-
port we can, all the encouragement we
can, and, most of all, the very best of
Christian example.

Last Saturday evening I noticed a
group of new Filipino faces in the con-
gregation. After Mass I made a point
of talking to them. I told them what
had happened to their fellow country-
men and pleaded with them to “Keep
the Faith” - “Cadwch y Ffydd” as St
David used to say.

But coming back to what I was talking
about - the Website. Yes, you can al-
ways access the Newsletter should you
miss it. Please try to do this, for the
more we keep in touch with one an-
other, the better will our parish com-
munity be. [ see the website as a won-
derful tool in this major task of build-
ing up our parish family. The Holy
Father is keen that we use modern
technology in every possible way to
promote the Gospel of Christ.

ith my having been ill so much

last year, the Parish Council
has not met for a full twelve months.
This is serious, as the Parish Council is
the most important institution in the
Parish and we are blessed that it works
so well and so harmoniously. We must
keep it thus.

At a Steering Committee Meeting last
Tuesday, we decided that we need to
check that all the groups in the Parish
still has an active representative on the
Council. These reps should be elected,
where possible, from among the group
they represent. Could the groups
within the parish please do this and let
Sarah Dennison, the Chairperson of the
Council, know before 2 February. The
newly formed groups, the Mission

Team and the Baptism Team, also now
need representatives on the Council.

To provide time to achieve this, the next
Parish Council Meeting has been post-
poned to 9 February, with its preceding
Steering Committee Meeting on 2 Feb-
ruary.

God bless you,

Fr/mtang



