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01492 860546

love him more dearly
and follow him more nearly
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Dear Parishioner,

T oday we celebrate the joyful
feast of All Saints, a feast which
reminds us that the roll of saints is
not confined to those canonised by
Rome, but also includes those
whom we have loved and who
strove to do the Lord’s will while
they lived. It is a Feast that re-
minds us all of our ultimate des-
tiny.

But, as Our Lord has clearly
taught, there is no way in which
we will enter into the presence of
the all-holy God with sin still
clinging to us. Purgatory is the
final expression of God’s gra-
ciousness and long-suffering atti-
tude towards us. Even after our
death, he is prepared to continue
his loving purification of us. The
ancient tradition of the Church,
and of the Jewish custom before
us, is to pray for these souls in
purgatory. One day a year is
given over to this in a special way,
the day we call All Souls, which
this year falls on Monday.

As | mentioned in my Letter last
week, we will be introducing a new
feature to our All Souls Day this

year. The evening Mass, at
630pm, will specially remember
all those parishioners who have
died during the last couple of
years. During this Mass, their
names will be read out, with the
congregation praying individually
for each one, while members of the
families concerned will light a
candle and place it below the al-
tar, an opportunity for the families
to express their on-going love for
the deceased member and also
their gratitude to God for having
given them life in the first place
and eternal life now.

N ow that the half term break
is over and the children are well
settled into their new classes and
schools, it is time for us to resume
our Catechism Lessons for those
pupils in Years 7 and 8. They will
resume on Tuesday 3 November
from 4 to 5pm at Stella Maris and
will be ongoing throughout term
time until the end of the academic
year

Before going on to tell you about
the changes we are introducing
this year to our usual procedures,

let me first of all thank Mrs Doro-
thy Oaks, who is retiring from her
role as Catechist, for all the gen-
erous time and effort she has put
into this work over the years. As a
Parish Family, we are extremely
grateful to her.

That same gratitude we express to
Mrs Margaret Hunt and Mrs Fleur
Williams, our current Catechists.

The classes are intended for all
Catholic children in Years 7 and
8. I needn’t stress how important
these lessons are and | hope that
parents will cooperate fully in en-
suring that the young people at-
tend.

The Lessons will be on Tuesdays
for both Years. After refreshments
and prayer together with me, the
group will split into two classes.
Each Year will have its own
teacher who will stay with the
class throughout the two year
course, thus enabling better conti-
nuity and better bonding between
catechist and pupil.

The Curriculum has also changed.
Year 7 will concentrate on the
Creed while Year 8 will study the
Sacraments. The Creed will give
the young people a firm under-

standing of what the Church be-
lieves and studying the Sacraments
will enable them to understand
what the Church does and how she
brings God’s love and salvation
into our lives. Special focus will
be given to the meaning and rele-
vance of the Mass.

L ast week, I spoke to you in this
Letter about the need to instil into our
children a sense of personal relation-
ship with God, that relationship
which is at the heart of all religion,
without which religion is meaning-
less. | said that this can only be
achieved by prayer, and | suggested a
big effort on the part of parents and
grandparents to pray with their chil-
dren at home and to bring them regu-
larly to Sunday Mass and to the Sat-
urday Morning Prayers.

If we can do this, and if the children
attend carefully these sessions in
Years 8 and 9, then | think their Con-
firmation will be very different. In-
stead of children shedding their faith
after Confirmation as they usually do,
like a snake shedding its skin, they
will instead be putting on afresh that
baptismal shawl, that sign of Christ,
and will wear it with pride.

God bless you,

F//Antong



