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Dear Parishioner, 
His name  sounds Scottish.  It 

could be spelt MacGrahy.  He 

speaks with a bit of a Scottish 

accent, or at least I would imag-

ine he does, for he has been living 

in the West of Scotland for the 

past eight years.  But his name 

is not spelt MacGrahy, but Alde-

baset Ali al-Megrahi.  He is, of 

course, the Libyan who was 

found guilty of perpetrating the 

Lockerbie air disaster in 1998, 

Britain's worst ever terrorist at-

tack, when two-hundred and sev-

enty people were killed. 

On Thursday, the Scottish Jus-

tice Secretary, Kenny             

MacAskill, in a comprehensive 

and profoundly Christian speech, 

of which the Scottish Nation can 

be truly proud, announced Me-

Grahi’s release from prison on 

compassionate grounds, as his 

life expectancy is very limited, 

suffering as he is from terminal 

cancer. 

Great political pressure had been 

put on Mr MacAskill to keep Me-

grahi in prison till he died, to en-

sure that he paid the last half-

pennyworth of his debt to society. 

The US administration, repre-

sented by seven Us Senators, in-

cluding Edward Kennedy and 

John Kerry, had leaned upon the 

Justice Secretary to keep Megrahi 

locked up to the bitter end, while 

Hilary Clinton, the US Secretary 

of State, said that releasing him 

would be “absolutely wrong”.  I 

am glad that the Scots had the 

political backbone to stand up to 

this American pressure and not 

to have “poodled” around as Mr 

Blair so blatantly did in the past.  

But I mustn’t get into politics; 

my purpose in focussing on this 

story is otherwise. 

There is a nasty streak in hu-

man nature that must see heads 

roll when disaster strikes.  We 

have seen all too often on our tele-

vision screens the relatives of vic-

tims in tears when a person, 

falsely accused and banged up 

in jail for years, is released on 

new evidence.  They were happy 



that somebody was paying the 

price—and it would sometimes 

seem that it didn’t matter who!   

There can be no doubt about the 

rightful sense of outrage when 

something like the Lockerby 

bombing occurs, and I would be 

the last to underestimate the grief 

and distress of the loved ones.  

But what do those loved ones gain 

from Megrahi, in this case, dy-

ing in a foreign prison away 

from his family?  What gain can 

anyone derive from seeing an-

other person suffer?  Only that 

sense of satisfaction which seems 

to gratify this perverse streak in 

us which wants to see heads roll, 

vengeance taken.  Because he 

brought disaster to 270 families, 

something of the same should 

happen to his.  That’s the think-

ing, but is it right?  It can’t be.   

I am not arguing for every crimi-

nal Tom, Dick and Harry to be 

released early.  What I am trying 

to say is that there must always 

be time for  being compassionate. 

I know this to be true because it is 

what God does, what Christ 

taught by his words and showed 

by his deeds.  What hope would 

you or I or anyone else have, if 

God thought like Hilary Clinton 

thinks, or the US Senators, or so 

many of the families of the vic-

tims?  If he showed no compas-

sion towards us; if he exacted the 

last pound of flesh?  “Be compas-

sionate as your heavenly Father 

is compassionate”, said Jesus.   

St Paul tells us that Christ died 

for us when we were still sinners: 

he died for us even when we were 

out of friendship with Him.  He 

died for Judas, for Pilate, for the 

soldiers who hammered in the six

-inch nails, for you, for me, for 

Hilary Clinton, for Megrahi. 

Christ reveals God as the infi-

nitely Compassionate One.  If we 

are to be pleasing to God, if we are 

to be Christians worthy of the 

name, we too must be compas-

sionate.  To be able to get inside 

another man’s skin, no matter 

who he is, and feel his pain and 

touch his fears.  

God bless you,  Fr Antony Jones 
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Newsletter designed by Owen Williams 

2008/9  The Year of the Child in our Parish 


